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gauging his thoughts. "Don't worry about it.
Let's forget it."

But it did seem that from the moment they
had both seen the swallow lying there the bad
luck started.

It was a difficult journey home, and they had
an accident within twenty miles of Clifton* It
was quite a minor accident, but Doreen was
flung out and broke a wrist, and the effect of the
shock and the fracture made her miserable for
weeks. During those weeks she had to admit
that Hilda Neale did all that she could for her,
and saw after Charles wonderfully.

She thought that she liked Miss Ncalc better
then than she had ever done. She actually looked
forward to seeing her come into her room every
morning for the menus for the day. They would
chat about the garden and household affairs; it
was quite surprising to find that Miss Nealc had
a sense of humour under that dour exterior.

"She isn't such a bad sort/' Doreen told
Charles.

" That was what I kept telling you. Her bark
is worse than her bite. She'd do anything for
you, and she is extremely loyaL I think those
are sterling qualities one cannot overestimate/*

" I'm glad she stayed with us/'

**I know. I should have been very worried if
she had insisted on going. After aH she is &
remote connection of my mother's, and it is not
a very comfortable experience to think of a con-
nection going round the world looking for a job
when there might so easily be oae for hot "

"Iknow/*